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Announcements - Colleen Andrews & Eugene Handwerk 

Today we continue to worship God together as Christians of the Lutheran and 
United Church of Christ Congregations who together form Heidelberg Union 
Church! 
 

Prelude:   "My Jesus I Love Thee" 

Greeting ~ Pastor Bill 

You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest 

corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast 

you off, do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right 

hand.”   Isaiah 41:9-10 

Opening Hymn: "I Sing the Mighty Power of God" 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise; 
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day. 
The moon shines full at His command and all the stars obey. 
 
There's not a plant or flower below, but makes Thy glories known, 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Thy throne. 
While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care, 
And everywhere that man can be Thou, God art present there. 
 

Opening Prayer ~ Pastor Bill 
All glorious God, we give you thanks: in your son, Jesus Christ, you have 

given us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms. You chose us before 
the world was made, to be your holy people, without fault in your sight. You 
adopted us as your children in Christ. You have set us free by his blood; you 

have forgiven our sins. You have made known to us your secret purpose, to 
bring heaven and earth into unity in Christ. You have given us your Holy 

Spirit, the seal and pledge of our inheritance. All praise and glory be yours, O 
God, for the richness of your grace, for the splendor of your gifts, for the 
wonder of your love.  Amen   (Based on Ephesians1:3-18) 

Call to Confession ~ Pastor Bill 
Pastor :  When we gather to praise God, we remember that we are people who 
have preferred our will to his. Accepting his power to become new persons in 

Christ, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 
 



Prayer of Confession: 
 

Pastor:  Across the barriers that divide race from race: 
Congregation:  reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross. 

Pastor:  Across the barriers that divide rich from poor: 
Congregation:  reconcile us, by your cross. 
P.  Across the barriers that divide people of different cultures: 

C.        reconcile us by your cross. 
P.  Across the barriers that divide Christians: 
C.       reconcile us by your cross. 

P.  Across the barriers that divide men and women, young and old: 
C.       confront us with the hidden prejudices and fears that deny  

and betray our prayers. Enable us to see the causes of strife,  
remove from us all senses of superiority. Teach us to grow  
in unity with all God’s children.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness: 

Pastor: While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day 
long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried 

up as by the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not 
hide my iniquity; I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord, and you 
forgave the guilt of my sin.    Psalm 32:3-5 

New Testament Reading:  Philippians 2: 1-13 (NRSV) ~ Amy Peters  
1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.3 Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on 
a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling 
you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Pastoral Reflection on the New Testament Reading ~ Pastor Bill 
 

Special Music:   "My Heavenly Father Loves Me"         sung by Jack Snyder   



 

A Time of Offering  
The Invitation to the Offering: ~ Pastor Bill 

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees 

a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? Dear children, let us love, 

not in word or speech, but also in truth and action.  (From 1 John 3:17-18) 

You are invited to respond to God’s love through giving to the ministry of 

Heidelberg Church. UCC members can send a contribution to the church at 

5187 Irvin Road, Slatington, PA 18080. Attn. Debra Peters. Lutheran members 

can send checks payable to “Heidelberg Lutheran Church” and mail to Betty 

Krause,3882 Mountain Road, Slatington, PA 18080. For electronic giving, 

please see the instructions in the announcements below.  

 
Gospel Reading : Matthew 21: 23-32 (NRSV) ~ Amy Peters 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?" 24 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.  
25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they 
argued with one another, "If we say, "From heaven,' he will say to us, "Why then did you 
not believe him?' 26 But if we say, "Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said 
to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28 "What do 
you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, "Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.' 29 He answered, "I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went.  
30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, "I go, sir'; but 
he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." 
Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 
Pastoral Meditation on the Gospel Reading ~ Pastor Bill 
 

The Apostle’s Creed ~ Pastor Bill 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day He rose again. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 



Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of Intercession ~ Pastor Bill 

Tender and compassionate God, we thank you for inviting all your children into 

your kingdom. Let us see each other with your eyes. Too often we are afraid to 
examine ways in which we fall short of your kingdom purposes for our lives as 
individuals and as a community, to accept without reservation those who are 

disabled in body or mind. Forgive our apathy, our narrow-mindedness, our 
misunderstandings. Forgive our laziness of effort to be inclusive, to love 
spontaneously, to welcome genuinely. Call forth our best selves and help us to 

lift each other up. Bless those who are still on the outside looking in, those who 
long to feel included. Prepare our hearts to set about the work of being one 

people, the inclusive body of Christ, ministers of unconditional love. May we 
follow the example of Christ, who opened himself to all, the powerful and 
powerless alike. Through his name were pray.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer ~ Pastor Bill 
“Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.” 
 

Closing Hymn:    "Jesus Shall Reign" 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, Till moons shall wax and wane no 

more.  
 

To Him shall endless prayer be made, and endless praises crown His head. 
His name like sweet perfume will rise with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
 

Let ev'ry creature rise and bring His grateful honors to our King. 
Angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud "Amen!" 
 

Closing Thoughts ~ Pastor Bill  

 

Benediction ~ Pastor Bill 
May our Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed that we would be one, even as he and 

the Father are one, so grace you with his Spirit that you may grow in grace and 
fellowship and discover joy in walking together as part of God’s body- so that 

the world may know of God’s love for us in Christ. Amen. 

 
 



Choral Benediction  “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
Amen, Amen, Amen.   

 

Postlude   "Onward Christian Soldiers" 

 

Announcements: 
 

** Going forward, our Church secretaries, Lynn and Ruth, will alternate weeks in 
preparing the bulletin for each Sunday morning. Therefore, for next Sunday, 
September 27th please communicate any information to uccheidl@ptd.net. 
 

The Prelude begins at 9:30 for you to prepare your mind to hear the word 

of God, then our virtual service will start at 10:00 am. When In-person 

services resume they will start at 10:00 am. 

 

Heidelberg Virtual Church Service Information – 

Type https://heidelbergchurch.my.webex.com/meet/union in your internet 

web browser. 

If you see “starting Cisco WebEx meeting” it means the service hasn’t started 

yet. Just wait and you will be connected. You have two choices for the audio 

option: 

1)  Use computer for audio and you will have video and audio together, or 
2)  “Call me at” ---– this is where you will enter your phone number and the 

system will call you at home. This is the best way to connect your audio.          
3) You Call in on your phone for audio only – this is where you can dial in to 
this number 408-418-9388 and when prompted use this access code: 792 760 

331. If you are watching the video online and you use this method for audio, it 
is important to use the participant ID that you are given when you select this 

method (it will be another 2 or 3 digit number). If you are having difficulty 
calling into the service, please contact Eugene Handwerk for assistance. The 
service begins at 10:00 a.m. with both Pastors Bill and Woody 

participating.           
Please note:  This is a long distance call from a landline if not using a 
cellphone connection. 

https://heidelbergchurch.my.webex.com/meet/union


Church Services - In person services will resume when the Church leadership 

determines we can provide a safe environment for members and comply with 

PA state guidelines.  A team consisting of members from both congregations 

has assembled Re-Opening Guidelines for in-person worship to provide a safe 

environment for worship.  You will be notified when services will resume. 

Lay Readers Needed - We are in need of some lay readers for our Sunday 
services. You must be able to record yourself doing the reading and forward the 

recording to Patrick. Please contact the church by email uccheidl@ptd.net or 
call and leave a message on the church machine 610-767-4740. 

 

Missing those gift cards? - Well you can still get Weis cards for your groceries. 

Contact Barbara Weaver. More gift card options will be available as we get 

closer to the holidays! 

NEWS FROM YOUR UNION TRANSITIONAL COMMITTEE 

During the months of July and August, the Union Transitional Committee 

conducted interviews regarding the exploration of our two congregations 

coming together to form a joint ministry to assure the future stability of 

Heidelberg Church. Thirty-seven Lutheran and seventy UCC members 

participated in this data collection. All members should have received the letter 

detailing the results of these interviews along with a ballot. If you haven't 

already, please make your selection and return the ballot in the self-addressed, 

stamped envelope as soon as possible to ensure your vote is counted. 

 

 Your Union Transitional Committee: 

    MaryJane Dise          Sonia Fink 

    Kelly Wanamaker      Sharon Haberern 

    Barbara Weaver        Ron Klevenhagen 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings - Lutheran members who are able to contribute 

are encouraged to send checks payable to “Heidelberg Lutheran Church” and 

mail to Betty Krause, 3882 Mountain Road, Slatington, PA 18080. For 

electronic deposit, send a contribution from your PayPal account to 

Heidelberglutheranchurch@gmail.com  for assistance please contact Eugene 

Handwerk.  

     UCC members should send their checks to Heidelberg UCC, 5187 Irvin 

Road, Slatington, PA 18080 and put to the attention of Debra Peters. Please 

note the mailing address and envelope numbers are on the envelopes that are 

sent to you every two months. For online giving, go to myEoffering.com, if you 

need assistance please contact Ron Klevenhagen. 

Yard Sale Postponed - We will still be collecting items for the Union yard sale. 

The new date and time will be printed in upcoming bulletins and newsletters. 

mailto:uccheidl@ptd.net
mailto:Heidelberglutheranchurch@gmail.com


One Call and WebEx - Did you sign up to sponsor flowers or bulletins this year, 
but the time has come and gone while we have been away? 

Sponsorship would be greatly appreciated for one or both the One Call and 
WebEx services. One Call has been a valuable resource both before and during 

the quarantine to get messages to all members, and without WebEx we would 
not be having our virtual worship or other meetings. In lieu of the flowers and 
bulletins, please consider sponsoring one of these by sending a check made out 

to Heidelberg Union Church 5187 Irvin Road Slatington PA 18080 and please 
note what the donation is for.  

 

Zooming Into Fall Faith Formation!! - Virtual Faith Formation has resumed every  

Sunday at 9 a.m. on Zoom. Everyone will use the same meeting ID each week 

and will be divided into their classrooms once they enter the Zoom session. We 

will use the same meeting ID and password each week:  

  Meeting ID: 917 3107 1598    Password: Heidelberg 

We have some fun surprises in store, so don't miss out!! If you have any 

questions, please contact Kelly Mahoney. If you are new to joining us or have 

any questions, you can also email Colleen Andrews.   

Harvest Home/Food Bank Information - Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 

there will be no traditional Harvest Home for 2020; however the Northern 

Lehigh Food Bank and the Lowhill Food Pantry are in need of food supplies. 

Any contribution of food to either facility will be greatly appreciated. Items 

needed by the Food Bank on a regular basis are: fresh or canned fruits, 

vegetables, soups, dried soup mixes, noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, peanut 

butter, jelly, rice, macaroni and cheese, cold and hot cereals (all types), tomato 

and spaghetti sauces, powdered milk, baby food, juices and formula.  

          Donations for the Northern Lehigh Food Bank may be dropped off on a 

Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or on Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  The 

Food Bank will be closed on Sunday, September 6, 2020. Call if you need to 

make other arrangements for delivery. 

          Donations for Lowhill Food Pantry may be dropped off on the first 

Tuesday of the month from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. or the last Saturday from 9 a.m. 

to 11 a.m. Call for other arrangements. Thank you for your generosity. 

Bible Study – Bible Study will resume this fall beginning Thursday, October 

15th at 10am. If we are back in church at that time, we will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall, if we are not back in church at that time we will meet via 

WebEx with the same number and link we use for Sunday morning. 

Meditations on You tube - Pastor Woody will be putting sermons and scriptural 

nuggets (Mediations) every Sunday on You tube. Here is the link to access 
Pastor Woody’s Channel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8KpwjlGnPd9hmdgxlVslw. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8KpwjlGnPd9hmdgxlVslw


Face Masks - Linda Fritzinger and Susan Bickert are voluntarily making 

washable face masks available to members of Heidelberg Church for a donation 

to the church.   

Gift Cards – It’s hard to believe, but we’re getting close to the prime ordering 
time for purchasing gift cards for your holiday gift-giving needs.  Since we’re 
not sure when “virtual” services will end, beginning in October orders will be 

accepted via phone by calling Barb Weaver at 610-767-5187.  A copy of an 
actual order form is included with this bulletin and will be included in all 

bulletins through Sunday, November 29.  Actual placement of orders will not 
be made until a check covering the cost of the order is received.  After calling 
in your order, mail your check (made payable to Heidelberg Union Church) to 

Barb Weaver, 6087 Buckery Road, Germansville, PA 18053.   You will then be 
contacted to arrange for a pick-up at the church when your gift cards are 

received.  The last order for gift cards will be made during the first week in 
December. 



 



 


