
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Heidelberg Union Church 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 
 



    
Announcements:  
 

During the prelude, we invite you to quiet your heart in preparation to worship God.  
Turn your FM radio on 87.7FM to listen to the service. 
 
Prelude   “Peace” 
 

*Greeting  
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

 
* Call to Worship  
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down 
toward your holy temple in the fear of you. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of 
my enemies; make your way straight before me. 

Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “We Gather Together” 

 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 

He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; 

Sing praises to His Name; He forgets not His own. 

 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

Thou, Lord, were at our side, all glory be Thine! 
 
Prayer of the day 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 



again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. You are forgiven. 

Amen. 
 
The Scriptures  1st Reading    

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (NRSV) 
3 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three 
days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty 

days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

Psalm 62:5-12 (NRSV) 
5For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
    for my hope is from him. 
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
    my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
7 On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 
    my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
8 Trust in him at all times, O people; 

    pour out your heart before him; 
    God is a refuge for us. Selah 
9 Those of low estate are but a breath, 
    those of high estate are a delusion; 
in the balances they go up; 

    they are together lighter than a breath. 
10 Put no confidence in extortion, 
    and set no vain hopes on robbery; 

    if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 
11 Once God has spoken; 

    twice have I heard this: 
that power belongs to God, 
12 

    and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

For you repay to all 
    according to their work. 

 
2nd reading     
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (NRSV) 

29 I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 

as though they had no possessions, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had 
no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 
 



Gospel reading 
Mark 1:14-20 (NRSV) 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 

the good news.” 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 
Sermon  

 
Special Music   “Hymn To Freedom” 
 

Time of Offering  
You are invited to respond to God’s love through giving to the ministry of Heidelberg Church. 

Effective January 1, 2021 all contributions to Heidelberg Church for both Lutheran and UCC 
members are to send check payable to Heidelberg Union Church and mail to: 
 
Heidleberg Union Church, 5187 Irvin Road, Slatington, PA 18080. 
Attention:  Deborah Peters 
Lutheran members please use the 2021 offering envelopes provide for you when mailing a 
contribution to the church. 
 

Hymn Of The Day  “Sunshine In My Soul” 
 

There is sunshine in my soul today, 
More glorious and bright 
Than glows in any earthly sky, 
For Jesus is my light. 

 
Refrain: 
O there's sunshine, blessed sunshine, 
While the peaceful, happy moments roll; 
When Jesus shows His smiling face 
There is sunshine in my soul. 

 
There is music in my soul today, 
A carol to my King; 
And Jesus, listening, can hear 
The song I cannot sing. 

 
Refrain 

 
The Apostle’s Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended to 
the dead. On the third day He rose again. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. (Brief silence)  

 
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, 
and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us 

pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-

being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, 
let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God 

inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, that in 
the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that 
meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us 
pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, 

that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
“Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and glory forever. Amen.” 

 
*Sending Forth 

Our worship has ended, but now our service begins.  
Go from this place as the Body of Christ,  
for the whole world awaits you. 

So, live passionately, and love faithfully, 
and celebrate every moment of your life  
from now until the finale,  

for the God of relentless grace goes with you.  
Amen.  

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.  
   

 
 



*Choral Benediction     “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  
Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 
Postlude   “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” 
 

† †  †  † 
 

Interim Pastor Rev. Rashion Santiago 484-338-4340 
www.heidelberglutheran.org 

 
Lay reader - Shelby Bailey 

 
This week and a little beyond at Heidelberg: 
 

Sunday, January 31st         10:00 a.m. - Worship Service - Drive-In Service/WebEx 
 
 

Please note:   
The letters behind each meeting corresponds with which area is being used. 
E=Elsewhere, FH-A=Fellowship Hall (kitchen side), FH-B=Fellowship Hall (bathroom side), FH-
AB=Entire Fellowship Hall, L=Library, S=Sanctuary, OD=Outdoors,   W=WebEx, Z=Zoom   

 

 
Please note:  If you have any announcements for the church, please notify the secretary 
by Wednesday morning. email to uccheidl@ptd.net or call 610-767-4740. 

 
 

Heidelberg Church Contributions 
Please note, as we begin the process to become a Federated Ministry in 2021 we kindly ask to 
follow the instructions below, as part of this merging process we will be combining our finances. 
Effective January 1, 2021 all contributions to Heidelberg Church for both Lutheran and UCC 
members are to send check payable to Heidelberg Union Church and mail to: 
 

Heidleberg Union Church, 5187 Irvin Road, Slatington, PA 18080. 
Attention:  Debra Peters 

Lutheran members please use the 2021 offering envelopes provide for you when mailing a 
contribution to the church. 

 
Face Masks - Linda Fritzinger and Susan Bickert are voluntarily making washable face masks 
available to members of Heidelberg Church for a donation to the church.

 
  

http://www.heidelberglutheran.org/
mailto:uccheidl@ptd.net


Social App for all members of Heidelberg Union Church - All members are encouraged to 
download the Social app BAND on their cell phones and log onto HeidelbergUnion. People with 

Android/Apple phones can download the Band App from their App Store. Pastor Woody will do 
daily devotionals, offer encouragement, messages and prayers. This is for spiritual growth 

through all walks of life. Whether we are experiencing joy, turbulence or uncertainty in life, we 
are called to look at God’s word for guidance in life. Enjoy, and if you want to have a discussion, 
we highly encourage a fruitful discussion.  

 
 

Guidance For An Improved WebEx Virtual Service Experience - Most of you are with me 
having had a frustrating moment when the connection to the Heidelberg virtual service falters in 
one way or the other. Over the months of my using WebEx, the conclusion I have reached is 

WebEx is not the problem. The issue is the software settings the computer is using at that 
moment to access WebEx. The good news is the computer can fix itself. When a problem 
surfaces, restart the computer. This fixes my problem and will fix yours. Since the restart 

process takes several minutes, connect early to assure your connection is functioning. ~ Eugene 

 
 
Yard Sale Postponed - We will still be collecting items for the Union yard sale. The new date 

and time will be printed in upcoming bulletins and newsletters. 

 
 

Food Bank Information - Northern Lehigh Food Bank and the Lowhill Food Pantry are in need 
of food supplies. Any contribution of food to either facility will be greatly appreciated. Items 
needed by the Food Bank on a regular basis are: fresh or canned fruits, vegetables, soups, dried 

soup mixes, noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, peanut butter, jelly, rice, macaroni and cheese, cold 
and hot cereals (all types), tomato and spaghetti sauces, powdered milk, baby food, juices and 

formula.  
 

 

Donations for the Northern Lehigh Food Bank may be dropped off on a Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. or on Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Call if you need to make other arrangements for 

delivery. 
 

Donations for Lowhill Food Pantry may be dropped off on the first Tuesday of the month from 9 

a.m. to 11 a.m. or the last Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Call for other arrangements. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

 
Annual Report - All information for the Annual Report must be in to the secretary by January 
31st, 2021. 
 
 


