
 
 

 
 

 
 

Heidelberg Union Church 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 



 
Announcements:  
During the prelude, we invite you to quiet your heart in preparation to 
worship God. 
Bold print denotes all are invited to participate. 
* denotes all are invited to stand if able. 

 
Prelude  “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
 
Greeting  

Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

 
Call to Worship  
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. 
With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may 

feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty 
tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm 

the liberating reality of Christ's death and resurrection. In word and 
feast, we celebrate God's unending love, and depart to share this good 

news with all the world.  

Alleluia! 
 

*Hymn  “Thine Is The Glory” 
 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where Thy body lay. 
 
Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
endless is the vict'ry Thou o’er death hast won. 
 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb. 
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 



let His church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.  
[Refrain] 
 
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life!! 
Life is nought without Thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu'rors, through Thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.  
[Refrain] 

 
*Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord's resurrection. 
By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 

resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Confession  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 

not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 



people, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 

that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 

and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 

those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

Peace 

May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

Also with you. 

 
The Scriptures   

1st Reading    
Acts 4:32-35 (NRSV) 
 32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common. 33 With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Psalm 133 (NRSV) 
1 How very good and pleasant it is 

    when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down upon the beard, 



on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing, 

    life forevermore. 
 

2nd Reading     
1 John 1:1—2:2 (NRSV) 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life was revealed, 
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 

that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with 

us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

God Is Light 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 

do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 

who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 
Christ Our Advocate 

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
*Gospel Reading 

John 20:19-31 (NRSV) 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 



the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Jesus and Thomas 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” 

The Purpose of This Book 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Sermon 
 

Special Music   “Because He Lives”, played by Patrick Kerssen 
 
Time of Offering  

 
Offering Prayer 

God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



 
*Hymn of the Day  “Jesus Shall Reign” 

 
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
People and realms of every tongue 
declare his love in sweetest song, 
and children’s voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 

 
Blessings abound where Jesus reigns – 
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 
the weary find eternal rest, 
the hungry and the poor are blessed. 

 
Let all creation rise and bring 
the highest honours to our king; 
angels descend with songs again 
and Earth repeat the loud ‘Amen!’ 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 

third day He rose again. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

(A brief silence.) 



You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on 

earth, so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the 

mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and 
provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation 

the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they 
shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our 

impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and 
breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the 

power of your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. 
Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or 

afraid. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine 
the light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for 

one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we 
recall the lives and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us 

with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
“Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 

Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and 

glory forever. Amen.” 
 



Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

Amen.  
 

Sending Forth 
Our worship has ended, but now our service begins.  

Go from this place as the Body of Christ,  
for the whole world awaits you. 

So, live passionately, and love faithfully, 
and celebrate every moment of your life  

from now until the finale,  
for the God of relentless grace goes with you.  

Amen.  
   

*Choral Benediction     “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  
Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 
Postlude   “Rejoice The Lord Is King” 
 

† † † † † 
 

Interim Pastor - Rev. Rashion Santiago 484-338-4340 
www.heidelberglutheran.org 

 
Lay reader - Molly Lenhart 

 
The altar flowers are presented by Ron and Eleanor Klevenhagen in 

memory of members lost in 2020. 

 
 

http://www.heidelberglutheran.org/


 

This week and a little beyond at Heidelberg: 
Tuesday, April 13th- 7:00 p.m.- Governing Board Meeting (FH-AB) 

Sunday, April 18th- 9:00 a.m.- Faith Formation (FH-AB) 
    10:00 a.m.- Worship Service (S) 

 

Please note:   
The letters behind each meeting corresponds with which area is being 
used. 
E=Elsewhere, FH-A=Fellowship Hall (kitchen side), FH-B=Fellowship Hall 
(bathroom side), FH-AB=Entire Fellowship Hall, L=Library, S=Sanctuary, 
OD=Outdoors,   W=WebEx, Z=Zoom   

 

Please note:  If you have any announcements for the church, 
please notify the secretary by Wednesday morning- email to 

uccheidl@ptd.net or call 610-767-4740. 
 

Zoom Virtual Church Service Information-  
Zoom Directions 
Please use the link below to join the Zoom webinar for our church 
service.  

No password is needed to join the webinar.  
This is the Zoom link for Worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84805294745 
If you have Zoom downloaded on your computer or device:  

 Click on or enter / go to the link above  

 The link will take you to the service or the "waiting room" until the 

host logs in if you are early. 

If you do not have Zoom downloaded:  

 Click on or enter / go to the link above 

 Look for the option… "Join From Your Browser" and click that 

link.   

 This will take you to a place for you to type in your name.   

 Next check the "I'm not a robot" check box.   

 Follow the prompt to click on the pictures it asks for.   

mailto:uccheidl@ptd.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84805294745


 Once it accepts your entry, you will be able to click on "Join" to 

connect to the service. 

To dial-in and listen by phone: 

 Call the number below and enter the webinar ID: 

 +1 646 558 8656 

 Webinar ID: 848 0529 4745 

 
Heidelberg Church Contributions 

Please note, as we begin the process to become a Federated Ministry in 
2021 we kindly ask to follow the instructions below, as part of this 

merging process we will be combining our finances. 
Effective January 1, 2021 all contributions to Heidelberg Church for 

both Lutheran and UCC members are to send check payable to 
Heidelberg Union Church and mail to: 

Heidelberg Union Church, 5187 Irvin Road, Slatington, PA 18080. 
Attention:  Debra Peters 

 
Face Masks - Linda Fritzinger (610-767-9086) and Susan Bickert (610-

767-5782) are voluntarily making washable face masks available to 
members of Heidelberg Church for a donation to the church. 

 
Annual Reports- The annual reports are now in and 

available at request! Please contact the church secretary if 
you are interested in having a copy. 

 
Newsletter- All information for the May/June Newsletter 

must be in to the secretary by April 15th, 2021.  

 
Chow Chow Orders- Women of Faith will be making Chow Chow 
Monday April 26th and Wednesday May 26th. Please call  with your 

orders to Eleanor Klevenhagen 610-841-9803 or Sue Bickert 610-730-
3097. Please return any pint jars.  You can leave them in the box on the 

porch by the pastors study.  
Thank you, we always have a great 

response. Get your orders in early.  

 
 



Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsors- Now that we will be having 

indoor services each Sunday we are looking for altar flower and bulletin 
sponsors! If you are interested in sponsoring please sign up on the list 

located in the narthex. To sponsor a bulletin is $10 and flowers is $25. 

 
Easter Gift Cards- I would like to thank everyone who 
contributed money and/or gift cards. Thanks to your 

generosity I was able to distribute grocery gift cards to 12 
needy families this Easter. Your support of this outreach 

ministry is truly appreciated. -Denise Snyder 

 
Truth + Love 

“Within you there is a stillness and a sanctuary to which you can retreat 
at any time and be yourself.” 

-Hermann Hesse 


