
 
 

 
 

Heidelberg Union Church 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Second Sunday after Christmas 



Prelude “Emmanuel”  
(During the prelude, we invite you to quiet your heart in preparation to worship God.) 

 
Announcements  
 

*Greeting  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
 

*Call to Worship  

Darkness is banished! 

God’s light has come to us! 
The brightness of the Star leads us! 
We come to celebrate God’s abiding love! 
Glory be to God in the Highest! 
 And on earth, peace forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn   “Go Tell It On The Mountain” Gray Hymnal #138 

Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 
 
3 Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
 
 
 

Bold print denotes all are invited to participate. 

* Stand if you are able 



*Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Confession 

Lord, we confess that we have been wrapped up on our secular 

celebration of Christmas.  

We have thoroughly enjoyed the music, the food, the swirl of activities.  

We have looked happily at the Christmas lights and decorations, and yet we 

have chosen to ignore the people who are most in need of compassion and 

assistance during this time.  

We often feel overwhelmed by the demands on our resources and so we turn our 

“deaf ear” and look away.  

Open our hearts today, precious Lord, and help us hear the cries of those in 

need.  

Bring us to an understanding of active discipleship in which we work helping 

others and thus serving you.  

Heal us and give us courage and joy in your service.  

For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

Peace 

May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

Also with you. 

 

Hymn   “As With Gladness Men Of Old” Gray Hymnal #163 

1 As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly manger bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him Whom heav'n and earth adore, 
So, may we with willing feet 
Ever seek the mercy seat. 



3 As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin's alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King. 
 
4 Holy Jesus, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide 
 

The Scriptures   
1st Reading    
Jeremiah 31:7-14 (NRSV) 
7 For thus says the Lord: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 
    “Save, O Lord, your people, 
    the remnant of Israel.” 
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, 
    those with child and those in labor, together; 

    a great company, they shall return here. 
9 With weeping they shall come, 
    and with consolations I will lead them back, 
I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, 
    and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
    and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
    and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
    and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
    and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
    and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
their life shall become like a watered garden, 

    and they shall never languish again. 
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 



    and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, 
    I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
    and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
says the Lord. 
 
Psalm 147:12-20 (NRSV) 
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 

    Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
    he blesses your children within you. 
14 He grants peace within your borders; 
    he fills you with the finest of wheat. 
15 He sends out his command to the earth; 
    his word runs swiftly. 
16 He gives snow like wool; 
    he scatters frost like ashes. 
17 He hurls down hail like crumbs— 
    who can stand before his cold? 
18 He sends out his word, and melts them; 
    he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 
19 He declares his word to Jacob, 
    his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
    they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the Lord! 

 
2nd Reading     
 Ephesians 1:3-14 (NRSV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to 
the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In 
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 
to the praise of his glory. 



 
Lay reader: “Please rise for the Gospel reading.” 
 

*Gospel Acclimation 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

*Gospel Reading 

John 1:1-18 (NRSV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
  
Sermon   
 
Special Music  “What Child Is This”  
 
Time of Offering 
(You’re invited to place your offering in the brass offering plates as you enter or exit the 
entrances to the sanctuary- Thank you.) 
 
Offering Prayer 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 



and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn of the Month  “O Sing A Song Of Bethlehem” Gray Hymnal #167 

1 O sing a song of Bethlehem, 
Of shepherds watching there, 
And of the news that came to them 
From angels in the air: 
The light that shone on Bethlehem 
Fills all the world today; 
Of Jesus' birth and peace on earth 
The angels sing alway. 
 
2 O sing a song of Nazareth, 
Of sunny days of joy, 
O sing of fragrant flowers' breath, 
And of the sinless Boy; 
For now the flowers on Nazareth 
In every heart may grow; 
Now spreads the fame of His dear name 
On all the winds that blow. 
 
3 O sing a song of Galilee, 
Of lake and woods and hill, 
Of Him who walked upon the sea 
And bade its waves be still: 
For though like waves on Galilee, 
Dark seas of trouble roll, 
When faith has heard the Master's word, 
Falls peace upon the soul. 
 
4 O sing a song of Calvary, 
Its glory and dismay; 
Of Him who hung upon the tree, 
And took our sins away: 
For He who died on Calvary 
Is risen from the grave, 
And Christ, our Lord, by heav'n adored, 
Is mighty now to save. 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again. He 



ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession (Lay Reader) 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, 

let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
(A brief silence.) 
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention 
to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a 
place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up 
today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and 
deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and 
peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and 
identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the 
adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with 
infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and bring wholeness 

to those in need especially (list those on the prayer chain). And for those not 

mentioned, in our hearts. 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn “We Three Kings” Verses 1-4 Gray Hymnal #166 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar - 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain - 
Following yonder star. 
 
Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 



2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain; 
Gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. [Refrain] 
 
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
Incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, all men raising, 
Worship Him, God on high. [Refrain] 
 
4 Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom - 
Sorr'wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

 

*Blessing 

The Light of the Star, the light of God’s love,  

shines before you as you leave this place.  

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love to meet God’s people in the world 

and greet them with the good news of God!.  

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power 
and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Forth 
Our worship has ended, but now our service begins.  
Go from this place as the Body of Christ,  
for the whole world awaits you. 
So, live passionately, and love faithfully, 
and celebrate every moment of your life  
from now until the finale,  

for the God of relentless grace goes with you.  
Amen.  
 

*Choral Benediction   “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe.  



Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen, Amen.  
 

*Dismissal 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”  

† † † † † 
www.heidelbergunionchurch.org 

Lay reader - Marliana Reigel 
Ushers- Linda Fritzinger & Barbara Matthias 
Acolyte- Eli Zimmerman 

Greeters - Ron & Eleanor Klevenhagen 

 
The bulletins and altar flowers this week are sponsored by Fern Danner 

 in loving memory of Charlie Wissler. 

 
This week and a little beyond at Heidelberg: 
Sunday, January 2nd- 9:15 a.m.- Choir Practice (S) 

10:00 a.m.- Worship Service- In the Church/Zoom (S) 

Sunday, January 9th- 9:00 a.m.- Confirmation (FH-AB) 
9:00 a.m.- Sunday School (E) 

11:00 a.m.- Christmas Decoration Clean Up (S) 
Tuesday, January 11th- 11:00 a.m.- HARP Meeting (FH-AB) 

7:00 p.m.- Governing Board Meeting (FH-AB) 

Sunday, January 16th- 11:15 a.m. - Worship and Music Meeting (FH-AB) 
 

The letters behind each meeting corresponds with which area is being used. 
E=Elsewhere, FH-A=Fellowship Hall (kitchen side), FH-B=Fellowship Hall (bathroom side), FH-
AB=Entire Fellowship Hall, L=Library, S=Sanctuary, OD=Outdoors,   W=WebEx, Z=Zoom   
Please note:  If you have any announcements for the church, please notify the secretary 

by Wednesday morning- email to secretary@heidelbergunionchurch.org or call 610-767-
4740. 

 
Zoom Virtual Church Service Information 

Zoom Link (Computer) Dial-In (Phone) 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84805294745 

+1 646 - 558 - 8656            

Webinar ID: 848 0529 4745 

 

Heidelberg Church Contributions -Please note, as we begin the process to become a Federated 

Ministry in 2021 we kindly ask to follow the instructions below, as part of this merging process 
we will be combining our finances. 

Effective January 1, 2021 all contributions to Heidelberg Church for both Lutheran and UCC 
members are to send check payable to Heidelberg Union Church and mail to: 

Heidelberg Union Church, 5187 Irvin Road, Slatington, PA 18080. 
Attention:  Debra Peters 

 

http://www.heidelbergunionchurch.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84805294745


January/February Newsletter- The deadline for the March/April Newsletter is February 15th, 

please have all information to be included in the newsletter to the secretary by that time! Copies 

of the January/February Newsletter are available in the Narthex- help yourself to a copy! 

 
Homebound Members - A list of our homebound members is now posted on the bulletin board 

in the narthex for anyone who would like to call, send a card or letter to those members who at 

home this holiday season. 

 
Child Clearance Requirements - In Pennsylvania, volunteers 18 years and older who work 

with children must complete clearance documentation and provide copies of that documentation 
to Heidelberg Union Church.  This includes anyone volunteering with Faith Formation, Vacation 
Bible School, and/or Family Promise.  Updated documentation must be provided every 5 years.  

Contact Barb Weaver (barweav@ptd.net or 610-767-5187) for instructions on how to obtain 
these clearances and/or if you're unsure your clearances need to be updated.   

 
Gift Cards – Gift Cards Order Forms are located in the Narthex and are due the first Sunday 

with pick up the second Sunday of every month. Weis gift cards, in denominations of $25, $50 

and $100, are available from Barb Weaver every Sunday. Please keep this valuable fundraiser in 
mind for all your gift card needs in 2022.  It's an easy way for you to contribute additional 
dollars to the church  

 
Fresh Flowers Return - Staring in January fresh flowers on the altar will return! 

The cost to sponsor a set of flowers will be $30. If you are interested in 

sponsoring in honor or in memory of someone, please pick your date on the sign-

up sheet which is located in the Narthex on the bulletin board or call Linda 

Hausamann at 610 767-5281. Checks payable to Heidelberg Union Altar Guild. 

 
Bulletin Sponsors - We are looking for bulletin sponsors! This could be in memory of a loved 

one or in honor of a special occasion. The cost is $10.00. Please make the check out to 

Heidelberg Union Church. Call Linda Hausamann at 610-767-5281 or pick your date on the 

sign-up sheet located in the Narthex to sponsor. 

 
Christmas Decoration Help Needed - We recently decorated our church for Christmas and it 

looks beautiful!  A big heartfelt thank you to all of those that came out to help beautify our 

church for Christ's Coming.  But just like at home, the decorations will need to come down.  

Help Needed!  Please stay after church on Sunday, January 9th to help pack away the 

Christmas trimmings.  It won't take long at all with your help!  Thank you.  -Sharon Haberern 

 
HARP Meetings- Join us for HARP Tuesday January 11, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.  Bring your 

favorite game, cards, board game and a friend who will enjoy playing along.  

As always bring a covered dish to share and hope it doesn’t snow.  In case of 

bad weather we will notify you and cancel for the day. 

HARP will meet February 1, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.  This is one of favorite 

meeting days. We will play bingo, bring two $1 dollar wrapped gifts for prizes. 

We always make our favorite covered dishes to share for lunch.  Everyone is 

invited, you just need to be a local resident.  Hope to see you. 

 
2021 Annual Reports Due! - A friendly reminder to all heads of committees and groups that 

the 2021 Annual Report is beginning to be compiled! Please email all paragraphs and reports to 

the church secretary! 

mailto:barweav@ptd.net


Governing Board Meeting - The meeting date for the immediate future is the second of the 

month at 7 P.M.  The next two meetings are scheduled for January 11th, 2022 and February 

8th, 2022 at Tuesday 7 P.M. 

 
2022 Envelope System- Beginning January 2022 our new church envelope 

system named American Church will be sending our giving envelopes through 

the mail! You do NOT need to pick up your envelopes for 2022! Keep an 

eye out for your envelopes and if you have any questions or do not receive 

your envelopes please contact the church secretary! 

 
New Heidelberg Website- Our new website is up and running! A big thank 

you to Brian and Molly Lenhart for all of their hard work on creating our 

beautiful website! Included on the website is a virtual calendar to see all of 

our upcoming events, a news page, and information about our church! You 

can find us at www.heidelbergunionchurch.org  

 
New Virtual Calendar - Along with our updated website we move to a new virtual calendar! To 

access our latest events and updates you can find this calendar under the “Calendar” tab on our 

website- www.heidelbergunionchurch.org. Please contact the church secretary if you have any 

questions.  

 
Attention to Confirmands and their Parents- Confirmation classes will resume on Sunday, 

January 9th at 9AM and will meet every other Sunday thereafter. There will be a summer break 

and classes will start back up again in September. The class on January 9th will be a 

parent/child class with a re-orientation. Please plan on attending with your son/daughter. 

Important information will be handed out and discussed. Teachers will be Carol Olesh, Eugene 

Handwerk, Ron Klevenhagen, with Colleen Andrews joining in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We would like to thank and welcome Reverend Gerald Rounds for filling in for this 

Sunday’s worship service!  

 

SOUPER BOWL COLLECTION  - BEGINS IN JANUARY 
It is time to bring back our “Souper Bowl of Caring” collection to help stock the 
Northern Lehigh Food Pantry and the Christ’s Church Lowhill Pantry shelves.  

Our target date is February 13th.  There will be boxes in the narthex and 
hallway for collection of soup.  The Joyful Noise Collection in January will go to 

this effort.  Our Heidelberg Church family has always been willing to make 

those plays to get through the goal post.  Team Jesus thanks you for 
helping those in need during the cold winter months!! 

http://www.heidelbergunionchurch.org/
http://www.heidelbergunionchurch.org/

